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BUILDING BRIDGES, NOT WALLS

How do you go about building bridges between cultures? First, make trust and meaningful dia-
logue your foundation and secondly provide the support necessary to improve the lives of those in
need. Village Partners International works to build bridges by following the Three Cs: Connect,
Commit and Continue. As Reverend Dr. John T. DeBevoise believes, each one of these stages is
important in order to create a sustainable change for a community in need. First, we create a con-
nection with the community leaders to find out what the needs are and where they are most dire.
Next, we commit to raise both funds and awareness of the problems people are facing. Lastly, and
perhaps most importantly, we continue to facilitate sustained improvement. True sustainability
can only come through partnership and this is why, ultimately, our goal is to give members of a
community the tools they need to move forward toward ownership, pride and independence.
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Our Mite Was Mighty!

By Linda Brown Boza

Gathering Pennies for Papoli has become an annual tradition at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Day School in Tampa. Typically, the seventh graders run this
service project. Over the last two years it has been joined with the mite box
collection during Lent.

In keeping with the school’s theme of Learn-Love- Lead, students learn
about the situation in Papoli, feel compassion toward the need, and lead a
penny drive to help.

After the seventh graders make a school-wide presentation about Papoli

and the penny drive, they visit classes to encourage participation. When

the collection is over, they put on a fun Papoli Play Time for the grade
which raises the most money. The fun time might involve playing soccer
with the ball the children in Papoli made or having water jug raises so they

can feel the weight of the water children in Uganda typically carry.

The seventh grade students running the campaign this year began
participating when they were only in first grade. Their enthusiasm helped
St. Mary’s break their record with a Pennies for Papoli collection of
$3982.33. This will provide food for the children’s clinic in Papoli, Uganda,
for FIVE WEEKS! The clinic feeds 40 to 80 children each day. That

means children will be strengthened with nourishment and be able to go

back to school where they can learn and eventually help others.
THANK YOU, St. Mary’s!



“Giving Ugandans skills they canv use to- create income iy one of the new
strategies commumnity leaders are advocating ... “ Enmumanuel Ofaumbi




VPI VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Adicia Bathon
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“I hawe volunteered as o RN o missionw 1% aity, where I
hove worked inthe hospital clinic, mobile clinic and in the OR. For 4-5 yeaws; I vol-
unteered at the annual fundraiser tending bawr and raising tip donations. Last year
I chaired the fundraising committee and plavned the annual fundraiser evening
ond silent auction event, where we raised about $40,000 for VPI. I also-organiged
the 15t and now the 2nd Kids Helping Kids free conumunity and family event i Tam-
pa. We aimv to-engage local kidy in the cultures of kidy in Haitt, Uganda

ond migrant fowrm workers and inspire them to-help in VPIs projecty or do-good works
ontheir own. We collected almost 100 bottles of childven's vituming, dogens of boxes
of bandages;, and over $1000 in cash donations for VPI last year! I aum also-av very
proud member of the Board of Directors.”

Adicia’s selfless dedication to those in need, her infectious smile and her seemingly tireless energy
to work for others is why we gratefully honor her as a representative of the essence of VPI.



